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8 questions with ‘Four Seasons’ photographer
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John Tunney’s capture Cape Cod in all of its
seasonal glories.

Browsing through photographer fohn Tunney's “Four Seasons of Capr . Y
Cod" is likee srralling your favorite places on the peviirsada. Tumey's r ’f/

aftention fo detail, expecially fight and how it affects colors, capheres " /
momerts that define Cape Cod. While the book focuses on photos and = ]
shert captions, we asked Tunney, inan email interview, o tell ws more chout himeelf and his work, some of whidh is posted
of his website, punmey.com, [ you want to mee! Rim in peeson, Tumney will be af the 17th annual Eartham Hands on the Arts
Festwal, which rurs from [0 am, o 5 pom, fane 18 and fune 19 = rain or rhine = om Windwll Green om Route § in Bastaam.

Can you tell vs a bit about yoursell? I've been invelved with photography since | was about 14, I'm basically
self-taught. | studied music theory and composition in college. Half of my first career was in journalism, working
as a reporter and editor for local newspapers in New Jersey, and laver a3 a wechnology writer for wrade publications
covering things like advanced materials and biotechnology. The other half was in public relations, where | was an
executive at a PR firm. ['ve also done atints as 2 yoga teacher, guitar teacher and web designer. | also had an online

yoga business.

My wife and | moved to the Cape in 2002, We currently live in Brewster, | started moving into photography full-
Lime abowut eight vears ago. | teach clases and workshops and lead photo vours, and sell my Bne-am photography
at art and craft shows in the Northeast and in galleries. | also do some commercial work. I'm past president of the
Cape Cod Art Association (CCAA] and the CCAA Camera Club, | still serve on the CCAA board and am
chairman of the Click! photography conference.

What made you choose “Four Seasons of Cape Cod” asa theme?

To me, photography is more about the feeling of a place or moment than it is about the literal comtent of a
picture. A photograph of a highthouse isa't necessarily abowt the Lghthouse. [t's abour the effect that the

lighthowse and all of the other elements in the image conjure up in the viewer.
Do you remember the first photograph yvou ever 1ook?

The first *real” photograph | took was of a bunch of bananas hanging in the corner of a fruit seller’s stall | was 14
and knew nothing. A friend pointed out the bananas and everything just dlicked. It was my first lesson in the ar
of seeing. | learnied a lot from those bananas (smiling emoji).

Do you have a favorite place to photograph on Cape Cod? [s that also your faverite place to hang out?

[ live in Brewster so | wander around the lower and outer Cape a lot. [ love the dunes in Provincetown and
anywhere there's water and light. Sandy Neck in Barnstable, Orleans,..it's all great. The Cape is visually rich.

Maost of your photographs seem to have an expansivencss
about them - and very few people in them. Do you sheot at FOUR SEASCNS OF CAPE COD
certain times of day 1o get those wide-open vistas?

It's surprisingly casy 1o find secluded spots, empty beaches and
wide-open spaces. I'm not much of morning person so [ usually go

out late afternoon into the evening and even into the night. ." i 'I:I*,I'I.L' i .. i
However, I love sunrise, so | often drag myself out of bed in the %ffl& R
early hours too. 3 S ey 2, "-_I-.h

'

When was the last time someone took a photo of you? Sucrrqrapy try b Faney
Ironically, 'm not wild about being photographed. [ get very tense,

Color is so rich and yet delicately graded in your photos: Do you ever shoot in black-and-white? Is ita
different equation?

I love light and color - pastel skies, back-lit dune grass, reflections dancing on water - but I've been doing a kot of
black-and-white lately. It tells a different kind of story.

Was there ever a photo you chose not to take? Why?

Some moments are just better experienced than photographed.



