Nature & Wildlife Photography
John Tunney



Natural History:
Animals, plants, rocks,
minerals, water, weather, etc.
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Landscapes & Seascapes









Birds & Other Wildlife
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Telephoto Lenses

Zoom and/or prime lenses with reach
iIn 200-600 range

$Hundreds to Thousands

Tele-Extenders add reach to telephoto lenses



Usual “Best Practices”
- Rule of thirds
- Leading lines

- Framing
- Lighting
- Depth of Field
- Shutter Speed
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Patience



Anticipation
















Think about Composition
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Leading Line

Think about Composition
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. Shoot and/or crop multiple ways.
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Better coming at you...



..than flying away.
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See the light



See the light



See the light



Natural st1ll life.
























Nature abstracts '



. 1/4 sec.

f5.6

120mm



120mm, 5.6, 1/4 sec.



120mm, 5.6, 1/4 sec.



120mm, 5.6, 1/4 sec.



120mm, 5.6, 1/4 sec.



. 1/4 sec.

f5.6

120mm






Nature & Wildlife Photography

There are rules & definitions
(In certain circumstances)




PSA, NECCC Definition

Photograph depicting a scene of natural history
(excluding anthropology and archeology)

Story value outweighs pictorial quality.

Human elements can not be present
— no “hand of man™

No manipulation beyond tradtional darkroom
processing™*

*Scientific bands, barn owls in barns, pelicans on posts are ok
**HDR may be okay




PSA & Camera Club rules
exclude domesticated animals
and hybrid plants




Story value outweighs pictorial quality.




Story value outweighs pictorial quality.

This would score better



Story value outweighs pictorial quality.
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This would score better... ...than this.



Human elements can not be present
— no “hand of man™

*Scientific bands, barn owls in barns, pelicans on posts are ok




Human elements can not be present
— no “hand of man™




Human elements can not be present
— no “hand of man™

Not okay
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No Manipulation.
Image must present the “truth” of the scene

Not acceptable

Basic darkroom processing is okay,
but no cloning, cut and paste, moving elements, etc.










Animals:
Nature vs.Wildlife Photography

Nature: Animals can be wild or in captivity,
but no “hand of man” applies)

Wildlife: In the wild only, no captivity




Animals:
Nature vs.Wildlife Photography

Nature only because

Nature or wildlife shot in zoo




Enough about PSA/NECCC...




Where to Find Nature Shots




Where to Find Nature Shots
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Z00 TIps

Go early or late to avoid crowds

Feeding time Is when animals are most active




Z00 TIps

Bring a long lens to get close
to subjects




Z00 TIps

Get close and shoot through
fencing to make wires
soft and “disappear”




Where to Find Nature Shots

Backyards




Where to Find Nature Shots

Backyards




Where to Find Nature Shots

Backyards




Where to Find Nature Shots

Backyards




Where to Find Nature Shots

Backyards
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Backyard “Seeing” Project

Everyday for a week
spend 20 minutes
photographing something




Tips for Birds in Flight
(and any other moving target)

- Telephoto lens
- Shutter Priority
- Shutter speed: 1/2000th sec. +/-
- |ISO: Auto
- Lens image stabilization
(On or off: read the manual)
- Pre-focus
- Press the shutter as you raise
the camera to your eye
to wake it up
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Image Stabilization
- On or off?

Test focusing. Faster with or without?
- Mode 1 Is for stationary subjects
- Mode 2 for panning one direction
- Mode 3* for erratic moving subjects

N

*Not all lenses have Mode 3







Focus Area Modes
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Single shot, Expanded*, Zone*, Tracking*
(Nikon - Dynamic Area* and 3D%)

*These will work best with moving subjects



Drive Modes/Burst Mode

e L

High-speed, continuous, burst modes
let you hold down shutter button
and keep shooting



Whale Watch Tips

Best light later in day

Use a zoom or telephoto

Fast shutter speed freezes action
- Use aperture or shutter priority
to ensure max shutter speed

- Auto |ISO

(depending on noise)

- Open aperture, low f-stop 4-5.6
(DOF not major issue)

Turn off lens image stablization
(check your manual)

Try to anticipate actions




Nature & Wildlife Ethics

Learn patterns of animal behavior.
S0 as not to interfere with animal life cycles.

Do not distress wildlife or their habitat.
Respect the routine needs of animals.

Use appropriate lenses to photograph wild animals.
If an animal shows stress, move back and use a longer lens.







Photographer unknown

Wildlife are not tame

National parks are not zoos



Where to Find Wildlife

Birds

Audubon Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary
Coast Guard Beach, Eastham
Fort Hill, Eastham

South Beach, Chatham

Bell's Neck, Harwich

Backyards

Osprey Nests

- Freezer Lane, Barnstable
- Dawes Beach, Ostervilee
- Greys Beach, Yarmouth

- Morris Island, Chatham

- Crosby Landing, Brewster
- Wellfleet Harbor

Seals

Chatham Harbor
Nauset Beach, Orleans

National Seashore, Eastham-P-town
Head of the Meadow Beach, Truro




Homework:
Make some nature and/or wildlife images.




